Curzon Writing Skills Overview
Blue=comp and effect
Red=cohesion
Green=punctuation, spelling
Orange=handwriting
Purple=editing

YEAR 6:
I can use non-fiction mostly appropriately selecting grammatical structures that show good
awareness of the reader (e.g. modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility or the passive voice
in journalism.
I can use fiction mostly appropriately selecting grammatical structures that show good awareness
of the reader. (e.g short sentences for suspense or relative clauses to describe characters.)
I can use fiction mostly appropriately selecting language that shows good awareness of the
reader. (e.g. contractions during dialogue and storytelling language during Myths and Legends)
I can use non- fiction mostly appropriately selecting language that shows good awareness of the
reader. (e.g subject specific language or hyperbole in persuasive writing.)
I can integrate dialogue into my narrative to advance the action.
I can create atmosphere within a narrative (e.g suspense.)
I can describe setting and character in a narrative.
I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout my writing.
I can use a range of devices within and across paragraphs (e.g conjunctions, adverbials of time
or place, pronouns, synonyms) to build cohesion

I can use a range of punctuation mostly correctly (e.g inverted commas and other punctuation to
indicate direct speech.)
I can correctly spell most words from the Year 5/6 spelling list and use a dictionary to check
spelling.
I can choose parts of my writing to edit in order to improve the overall quality of a piece.
I can maintain legibility and joined handwriting when writing at speed.

YEAR 5:
In non-fiction I can sometimes select language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g
subjective specific language or hyperbole in persuasive writing.)
In non-fiction I can sometimes use grammatical structures that show good awareness of the
reader (e.g modal verbs for persuasive writing for giving advice.)
In fiction I can sometimes select grammatical structures that show good awareness of the reader
(e.g short sentences for suspense or relative clauses to describe characters.)
In fiction I can sometimes select language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g
contractions during dialogue and storytelling language during Myths and Legends).
In fiction I can sometimes select language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g
contractions during dialogue and storytelling language during Myths and Legends).
I can describe setting and characters within a narrative.
I can write effective and correctly punctuated, dialogue.
I can use verb tenses mostly correctly throughout my writing.
I can group my non-fiction ideas into paragraphs with at least 3 or 4 sentences.
I can use cohesive devices between paragraphs (e.g Although, If, When or However).
I can mostly use commas correctly to separate clauses.
I can put punctuation inside speech marks most of the time.
With discussion, I can choose parts of my writing to edit in order to improve the overall quality of
my work.

YEAR 4
I can create clear characters through show not tell.
I can create paragraphs to describe settings using well-chosen expanded noun phrases.
I can use words that match my type of writing (e.g. story phrases, subject specific words).
I can write in a range of genres and it is clear which genre I am using.
I can use subordinate clauses to add detail all the way through my writing.

I can group my writing into paragraphs around a theme.
I can use fronted adverbials to link paragraphs together.
In my non-fiction writing, I can organise my writing into an introduction, clear points and a
conclusion.
I can put commas after fronted adverbials.
I can sometimes put punctuation inside speech marks.
I can use commas in lists most of the time.
I can improve a couple of sentences in a piece of work (changing words, word order, spelling,
punctuation)
YEAR 3
I can use adverbials to show time and place.
I can describe characters using well-chosen expanded noun phrases.
I can describe settings using well-chosen expanded noun phrases.
I can create stories with simple plots that make sense.
I can write clear non-fiction pieces.
I can include some dialogue in stories.
I can organise my story writing into paragraphs.
I can use a new paragraph when my story changes location.
I can spot my own mistakes in sentences and make simple additions and revisions (spelling,
punctuation) to correct them.
I can use speech marks to demarcate speech.
I can use ? and ! most of the time.
I can use capital letters for all proper nouns.

YEAR 2
I can write simple and coherent recounts.
I can write simple and coherent narratives.
I can use co-ordination (and / but / or).
I can use conjunctions for subordination (because / when / if / that).
I can mostly use the same tense throughout a piece of writing.
I can spell most high frequency and common exception words correctly.
Make phonetically plausible attempts at unknown vocabulary.
I can sometimes use question marks and exclamation marks correctly.
I can demarcate most of my sentences correctly by using a full stop and a capital letter.
I can check that my sentences make sense and can make simple additions and revisions to
them.
Letters and digits are the correct size and orientation with clear spaces between words.

YEAR 1
I can write a string of at least 3 sentences that form a clear recount.
I can write a string of at least 3 sentences that form a clear story.
Some of my sentences start with different words so my writing does not just sound like a list.
I can use “and” in some of my sentences.
I can demarcate some sentences with full stops and capital letters.
I can spell most "Tricky Words" up to Phase 5 (e.g some, come and here).
I can make phonetically plausible attempts at most words using sounds up to Phase 5.
My letters are clearly formed and there are spaces between my words.

YEAR R (ELG 2020)
I can write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
I can spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a
letter or letters.
I can write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

GDS
Strong awareness of the audience
Pays attention to the craft of writing
Applies reading experiences to writing
Shows an original style or voice
Able to imitate or experiment with different styles of writing
Shows an awareness of more sophisticated language and literary features and consciously use
them
Applies skills independently and consistently across all work
Shows high level of confidence and resilience
Applies writing skills taught across a range of contexts/subjects
Year1

Year 2

Year 3 and 4

Year 5 and 6

